
37th Thought For The Week 
Dear Friends, welcome to my 37th Thought for the Week during lockdown and again I’d like to begin with a 
prayer. 

God, we may come to you dry, discouraged, feeling frail or powerless. But we come believing that you have 
the words of eternal life. Speak to our dry bones as in Ezekiel Chapter 37, may your Word and your Spirit 
give us life, and empower us to speak truth into this world you love. Amen. 

Yesterday was the fifth Sunday of Lent and each week since Lent began the United Reformed Churches in 
the East Lancashire Missional Partnership which also includes a Methodist Church have been using 
‘Worship in the Wilderness’ on Zoom a resource produced by Engage Worship as well as my thoughts for 
the week. 

During the series ‘worship in the wilderness’ and my thoughts for the week we have seen that God can 
lead us into - things like silence, fasting and solitude, alms giving and prayer. We have also thought about 
sorrow in the desert, the sacrifice Jesus has made to bear our suffering and the sacrifices we’re called to 
make as a response not only as we approach Easter but every day of our lives. 

All these things perhaps give each of us pictures of wilderness as a spiritual state in our hearts. We may 
also feel that the world, our communities and churches as well as individuals is also something of a 
wilderness as a result of the Pandemic. 

This year Lent ends on Saturday 3rd April and it has been particularly more of a challenge than usual to 
think about how we have been able to observe Lent and respond as God wants us to. Have any of us truly 
been able to do Lent justice? I know there have been times when I’ve struggled! 

Next Sunday is Palm Sunday when we reflect on Jesus journey through Jerusalem on a Donkey when the 
crowds worshiped Him singing Hosanna to the son of David! in the highest, Blessed is He who comes in the 
name of the Lord, Hosanna in the highest heaven! and calling Him King, it was a very joyous occasion but 
as know it soon turned to sorrow but more of that over the next two weeks. 

In Isaiah Ch53 Vs 7-8: he writes; 
“He was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not 
open his mouth. By oppression and judgment he was taken away. Yet who of his generation 
protested? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was 
punished.” 

Whatever wilderness we struggle with, not only during Lent but at any time in our lives, it’s reassuring to 
know that Jesus has born the pain of that, on His shoulders on the cross. He has become our scapegoat, 
carrying our sin, our struggles, our sorrows. He went out into the wilderness of judgement all alone, so that 
ultimately we may all be healed, restored and made whole. He is with us each step of our journey and He 
never lets us down, He keeps His promises. 

Our buildings may be closed but our churches are still alive and sharing the message of the Gospel in 
various ways. May God give each one of us the grace to share that message with those we meet as we 
journey through the wilderness to the Cross, the ultimate sacrifice for each one of us.  

Let us pray, 

Lord, there is so much on our hearts that we wish to share with you, so much we would wish to bring 
before you. Concerns of health, bereavement, economic struggles and social tensions. We live in a world of 
greed of selfishness, a world of exploitation, repression, extremes of wealth and poverty. So many facing 
injustice, cruelty, exclusion. A world being destroyed by the emissions we create. Nations struggling to live 
in peace with one another. May they all feel your presence in their times of need and Lord, Show us what 
we can do to sow the seeds of your love in these places. Amen. 

This week, find a quiet spot and reflect on those things which have been positive for you during the 
pandemic rather than focus on the negatives which is far easier to do. 

Until next week, keep safe and keep well. Shalom my friends, Shalom. 


